
 S.A.M.-Antics 
 

 
 

The Official “Fly” paper of the  

SACRAMENTO AREA MODELERS 
AMA Charter Club #1822 

        MAY 2012 

 

S.A.M. 
Board of 

Directors/Officers 
 

PRESIDENT 
John Bigwood 
916-965-4223 

jbigwood@kasl.com 
  

VICE PRESIDENT 
JR Schiager 

916-792-1526 
jrstuff88@gmail.com 

 
SECRETARY 

Frank Tanforan 
916-359-3742 

tank4an@surewest.net 
 

TREASURER   
Don Enzminger 
916-682-8881 

djenzee@frontiernet.net  

 
SAFETY OFFICER 

Rodger Cady 
209-745-4101  

  
PUBLICITY  

Tom Richardi 
209-274-4063 
flynvrtd@att.net 

 
MEMBERSHIP 

Dick Weston 
525-1849 

reweston@comcast.net 
 

FIELD MARSHALL 
Sergio Varo 

916-786-6816 
sd_varo@hotmail.com 

 
EVENTS DIRECTOR 

Casey Smith 
916-302-6061 

Morc9988@yahoo.com 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

     The SAM Open House occurred this year after a year off. It was a great 

success for the 32 new pilots that went through the program.  We had 

pilots from 5 years young to 75 years old. I think all the participants had a 

good time and it is a great way to show off our club and our field to the 

Public. Many thanks to those club members that came out and helped. As 

is always the case nothing happens without the volunteers. 

     This past weekend JR Schiager put on the Cancer Fundraising Race. I 

will let him describe the events in detail but I would like to thank him for 

the huge amount of effort that he put into this event. JR weathered the last 

minute calamities well and produced an event that gave a well deserving 

charity a helping hand. 

     The next event for the SAM Club is the Rancho Murieta Air Show on 

May 19. Talk to me if you have a  plane you would like to static display. 

Contact Tom Richardi if you would like to fly a short demonstration flight. 

I think Paul Lockwood should come out,  show,  and fly the beautiful Gee 

Bee he had at the open house. Nothing sounds better than a round engine 

with a collector ring. 

     A big thank you to Frank Tanforan for volunteering to fill the open 

Secretary position. This will be 2 shoes he will be filling but I am sure he 

is up to the task. 

     This is the time of year when we should all be flying. Cool mornings 

and long evenings lead to great hours of flying. Keep your eye out if you 

go out in the grass to retrieve a plane. The snakes are out of their holes for 

the year. 

 

    Be Nice                                                                           …John 
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Dick Weston 
 

    (916)525-1849 
 

reweston@comcast.net 
 

 

 

DO YOU HAVE A VALID AMA CARD? 
 

Remember:  Our By-Laws and the County of Sacramento require a current AMA Card to fly at the 
S.A.M. site.  Also did you know that your current status as a member requires a valid AMA 
card?  If you do not have a current AMA Card in your possession or proof in the form of a fax or e-
mail from AMA, do not fly.  If you fly without AMA membership, you will be in violation of our rules 
and may be suspended from flying at the S.A.M. site.  Contact the AMA at 1-800-435-9262  for 
membership when paying via credit card. 
 
 

 

FLIGHT INSTRUCTORS 
 

Are you new to R/C flying? Or perhaps you need to brush up or even just want to talk with one of 
our “Pro’s.”  SAM’s corps of Flight Instructors stands ready to help you.  You will usually find at 
least one of them at the flying site on Tuesday or Fridays.  You may call Jim Lichtenberg our 
Flight Instructor Coordinator at 916-681-5335 or e-mail at rcflyer999@comcast.net and he will 
arrange for the assistance you need.  If Jim is not available, you can contact the Assistant Flight 
Instructor Coordinator, Ron Davies at 916-682-7902.  Or you can call our flight instructors directly. 
 

 

 

 

 SAM-Antics SUBMITTALS 
.Deadline for submissions to the  SAM 
Antics is the 27th of each month.  Please  
send articles as Word text or as text in 
an email to tank4an@surewest.net. 
Submittals may be edited for content and 
length. 

Welcome New and Rejoining 
Members 

   
   Edward Labrado 
   Chris Arens 

 

 

 

 



 

YS PARTS AND SERVICE                                 GOLD COUNTRY ACE 

                                                                                  HARDWARE & HOBBIES 

1370 Porter Drive                                                           4121 Cameron Park Dr. 

Minden, Nevada 89423                                                     Cameron Park, CA 

(775) 267-9252   FAX (775) 267-9690                                (530) 677-4417 

ysperf@charter.net 
www.YSPartsandService.com 

 

 

R/C Country Hobbies                                                              

The Hobby Shop 

6011 Folsom Blvd.                                                                                                                          
Sacramento CA 

(916) 731-5868 

                                                                                                          
 

E & H Hobby Enterprises 

2372 Butte House Road 

Yuba City, CA 95993 

Open:  Tues-Sat 11:30 AM-6:00 PM 

(530) 751-0225 

 

SUPPORT THOSE WHO SUPPORT SAM 
 

 

14
th

 Annual Introduction to Radio Controlled Airplanes 

Open House 

April 21, 2012 

It was a perfect day for a SAM Open House, etc.  The temperature was mild; the wind was light; and 

everyone had a good time. John Bigwood cracked the whip and had everything ready to go by 9:00 AM. 

Of course that meant that he was out there the evening before mowing weeds and jamming up his back.  

As usual, guests drifted in throughout the morning and it was entertaining to guess as to whether there 

was an instructor pilot at the sticks or one of the newcomers.  No one was talking!  There was some time 

to spare so Ollie Merrill showed off his P-47 warbird flying skills and Andy Anderson dropped some 

bombs from his Stuka. I would swear he got so close to the marker pylon that he must have walked out 

when no one was looking and hand place at least one.  At noontime, Dave Sullivan dazzled the crowd 

with his display of aerobatics.  It’s not fair.  He does it so well and I can barely keep a plane in level 

flight!  Honorable mention must also be given to the cook shack crew.  Dan Hughes, Bob Fallon, and 

Les Horn fed us efficiently and well.  By 2:00 PM things wound down and just a few members were left 

doing their thing.  Too bad,  John, this was so much of a low key, fun club event that you will probably 

have to do it all over again next year. 

JR was running around snapping pictures.  Visit the club website (www.sacramento-rc-flyers.org) and 

see if you are in any of them. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.yspartsandservice.com/


 

 

 

 

                                             Board Meeting 

Called to order at 6:45 PM, April 11, 2012, at Perkos, 9647 Micron Ave, Sacramento, 

Board Members Present: 
John Bigwood (President), JR Schiager (Vice President), Dick Weston (Membership), Sergio Varo (Field 
Marshal), Casey Smith (Events Director), Tom Richardi (Publicity), Don Enzminger (Treasurer) 
 
Items discussed: 
 

-More discussion on giving the neighboring sheep getting water from the club field. We would have to 

run a water line underground to a water container with a float valve to get water on the other side of the 

fence.  

 

-Big thank you to John Reynolds for painting the inside of the snack bar. Looks great and feels more like 

home!  

 

-Sergio says a big thank you to all those who helped in the field work day. We got a lot done.  

 

-Discussion on extending the shade structure. The club would like to extend it and dedicate to Jerry 

Votaw’s memory. The discussion was about leaving an open area without tables for a gathering area or 

putting in more tables. 

  

-The board decided to give out a lunch at the open house instead of doing a raffle.  

  

-The board discussed possible new locations for the club meetings. One location in particular being the 

Round Table Pizza on Madison ave. The place has a back room with tables and a video screen and we 

could even enjoy pizza and drinks during the meeting. 

 

-The board discussed possible new secretaries. Bob Calvert resigned and we needed a new secretary. We 

wanted to talk to Frank Tanforan to do the job because he uploads the notes for the newsletters already 

so we thought he would be a perfect fit. 

  

 
Meeting Adjourned at 8:07 pm 
 
Submitted by Casey Smith 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

                                             Club Meeting 

Called to order at 7:33 PM, April 24, 2012, at the club field 

Board Members Present: 
John Bigwood (President), JR Schiager (Vice President), Dick Weston (Membership), Sergio Varo (Field 
Marshal), Casey Smith (Events Director), Tom Richardi (Publicity), Rodger Cady (Safety Officer) 
 
Items discussed: 
 

-Discussion on a new secretary. Frank Tanforan was asked to fill the position and he wanted to think about it and 

get back to us.  

- The open house was a success! We had a total of 32 new pilots come out and fly with us including 

Grandparents. We served lunch to everybody who came out and everybody had a great time. 

- May 19
th
 will be the Rancho Murrieta air show and club members will be flying some demonstrations for the 

crowd. The demonstrations will include some warbird racing, flying lawn mower, and some unusual model 

airplanes. 

-The backflow preventer on the well was broken and the county fixed it. 

 -John Bigwood wanted to price out how much it would cost to get water to the other side of the fence for the 

neighboring sheep. We want to be good neighbors and help out as much as we can. 

 -The club discussed extending the shade structure. We might leave an open space with no tables. It’s all up for 

discussion so voice your opinions. 

-Sergio discussed backfilling the gravel up to the concrete from the parking lot to the tables so nobody will trip 

and fall. 

-Dick Weston and Sergio Varo repaired 5 benches out at the field. Thank you guys! 

-The Big Kahuna Memorial race was a success with 35 pilots racing. With it raining the day before it turned out 

to be a good day of racing. 

-May 5
th
 and 6

th
 will be the Keaton Raphael Memorial charity race and the same day as the Rancho Murrieta air 

show May 19
th
 the club will host a 1 day pattern contest. 

-JR said he was working on the Christmas party. He is trying to have it at the spaghetti factory. Details will come 

later. 

-It looks like Round Table Pizza on Madison Ave will be the new location for club meetings. We might alternate 

between the club field and Round Table for a little bit though. 

-Show and tell was a Kadet airplane that was donated to the club. John announced that the board discussed what 

to do with this airplane and decided that the best thing to do was to give it to Frank Tanforan for all his hard work 

he does for the club. Thank you Frank and we all can’t wait to watch it fly! 

-Raffle winners were…. 

 Donny Prince- Glue from RC Country, gift certificate for a warbird race entry 

 Don Cooper- Electric fuel pump 

 John Bigwood- Glow igniter 

 Rodger Cady- Parkzone p-51 airplane 

  

 
Meeting Adjourned at 8:27 pm 
 
Submitted by Casey Smith 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

Thank you, JR 
Yes, thank you JR for putting on The Kids with Cancer Charity Race to raise funds for the 

Keaton Raphael Memorial.  The first day of racing was abbreviated due to the strong cross wind.    

Saturday, only the first round of Bronze Class races were held before the wind stopped the fun.  

You should have seen the eclectic mix of models that were in the Bronze Class.  For openers, Tim 

Sorenson raced his F-82 Twin Mustang and was very competitive.  If there were an award for Iron 

Man in SAM racing, it would have to go to Tim since he raced in all three classes.  There were not 

enough entrants in the Electric Class of racing to conduct a competition, but I am sure that Tim 

would have raced in that class also if possible! 

 

Sunday the wind was not so strong or gusty.  Racing began with the first round of Silver and Gold 

Class races.  After that, there were two full rounds of racing and then the final trophy round.  

Things went pretty smoothly except for the 2 heats that were rerun to ensure accurate results.  

Sure, a little more time was needed to do this, but everything was operating so efficiently that not 

a lot of time was consumed. At every race, it seems that there are 1 or 2 heats where a rerun is in 

the best interest of the competitors.  By about 3 o’clock the races were done; Dick Weston and 

other workers had managed to clean up the field; and end- of- race raffles were conducted. 

This was such a relatively smooth, entertaining, and glitch free operation that hopefully JR will be 

encouraged to CD the event again next year.   This was a stand- alone event and points acquired 

did not count toward season totals in the year’s warbird race competition.  Check the club website 

for race results and photos.  

 

 

 



 
 

 

 



 

 

 

 
 

 
 

           

           



                      

           

                       

 
 

           
 
 
 
 
 

          



 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                                            

SACRAMENTO AREA MODELERS’ MONTHLY MEETING 
 The May club meeting will be on Tuesday, the 22nd.  This meeting and all subsequent 

meetings for 2012 will be at the SAM field.  The meeting will start at 7:30 pm.  In addition to 
reports from the various Board members, there will be “show and tell” and a raffle.  Plan to 

attend and keep updated on club activities 
 
 
 

 SAM CALENDAR OF EVENTS 
 

MAY 

       5&6             Kids with Cancer Charity Race at the field  

         19             Spring Pattern Contest at the field 

         19           Rancho Murieta Airshow 

         22           Club Meeting, 7:30 PM at the field 

                      

     Check the website for other scheduled events for SAM and throughout California. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

SACRAMENTO AREA MODELERS 
P.O. BOX 292441 

Sacramento CA  95829 
SAM is on the WEB 

www.sacramento-rc-flyers.org 

 


