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John has been hospitalized and is not able to provide his notes 

for this issue of the newsletter.  We all wish him a speedy 

recovery.  In his absence, JR, the Vice-President, will assume 

his duties.  

 I am sure that John would like to cover the following items in 

his notes: 

  First he would like to thank all those involved in acquiring 

poles for the Memorial Shade Structure.  Peg Sweeney has 

provided a good article and photos of the work and they can be 

found elsewhere is this issue. 

  Next, JR has come up with a method to increase awareness of 

SAM and that is by encouraging people to “Like SAM on 

Facebook”.  To do this SAM will conduct a raffle at the next 2 

club meetings of those who like SAM.  The winner gets a free 

membership in SAM, including initiation fees. 

  And everyone would be reminded that the quarterly club 

meeting will be this month on Sunday June 16
th

 at 3:30 pm at 

the field.  

 

The Editor  
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DO YOU HAVE A VALID AMA CARD? 
 

Remember:  Our By-Laws and the County of Sacramento require a current AMA Card to fly at the 
S.A.M. site.  Also did you know that your current status as a member requires a valid AMA 
card?  If you do not have a current AMA Card in your possession or proof in the form of a fax or e-
mail from AMA, do not fly.  If you fly without AMA membership, you will be in violation of our rules 
and may be suspended from flying at the S.A.M. site.  Contact the AMA at 1-800-435-9262  for 
membership when paying via credit card. 
 
 

 

FLIGHT INSTRUCTORS 
 

Are you new to R/C flying? Or perhaps you need to brush up or even just want to talk with one of 
our “Pro’s.”  SAM’s corps of Flight Instructors stands ready to help you.  You will usually find at 
least one of them at the flying site on Tuesday or Fridays.  You may call Jim Lichtenberg our 
Flight Instructor Coordinator at 916-681-5335 or e-mail at rcflyer999@comcast.net and he will 
arrange for the assistance you need.  If Jim is not available, you can contact the Assistant Flight 
Instructor Coordinator, Ron Davies at 916-682-7902.  Or you can call our flight instructors directly. 
 

 

 

 

 SAM-Antics SUBMITTALS 
.Deadline for submissions to the SAM 
Antics is the 27th of each month.  Please 
send articles as Word text or as text in 
an email to tank4an@surewest.net. 
Submittals may be edited for content and 
length. 

   NEW/RENEWAL MEMBERS 
 
 
Wesley Rickard 
Christopher Fournier & Family 
Scotty Christian & Family 
  
   

 

 



 

YS PARTS AND SERVICE                                 GOLD COUNTRY ACE 

                                                                                  HARDWARE & HOBBIES 

1370 Porter Drive                                                           4121 Cameron Park Dr. 

Minden, Nevada 89423                                                     Cameron Park, CA 

(775) 267-9252   FAX (775) 267-9690                                (530) 677-4417 

ysperf@charter.net 
www.YSPartsandService.com 

 

 

R/C Country Hobbies                                                              

The Hobby Shop 

6011 Folsom Blvd.                                                                                                                          
Sacramento CA 

(916) 731-5868 

                                                                                                          
 

E & H Hobby Enterprises 

2372 Butte House Road 

Yuba City, CA 95993 

Open:  Tues-Sat 11:30 AM-6:00 PM 

(530) 751-0225 

 

SUPPORT THOSE WHO SUPPORT SAM 

 

 

HAVE YOU HEARD? 

 

SAM is on Facebook!  Like SAM on Facebook and you could be entered in a drawing 

for a SAM membership.  Facebook friends of SAM will be entered in drawings at the 

club meetings of June 16
th

 and September 15
th

.  Rules for the drawings are listed below. 

 
1. Anyone that  ”Likes SAM on Facebook” is eligible to be entered in the drawing for a free SAM membership 

except anyone not eligible for such a membership. 

2. AMA membership is not required at the time of the drawing, but must be obtained by the winner prior to being 

granted SAM membership. 

3. A winner cannot be eligible for a second free membership. 

4. You do not have to be present at the drawing in order to win. 

5. The free membership provides for dues to be exempt for the remainder of 2013.  If the winner is not a current 

member of SAM, the initiation fee will be waived.  If the winner of the drawing is a current member of SAM, the 

dues that he/she paid will be refunded on a prorated basis for the remainder of 2013 (for example if a SAM 

member wins the June drawing, one half of the dues paid for 2013 will be refunded). 

6. The drawing prize is not transferrable. 

7. SAM members currently in dues exempt status are not eligible for the drawing. 

http://www.yspartsandservice.com/


 

Board Meeting                 May 14, 2013           Perko’s Restaurant         6:30 PM 
Board Members Present:   John Bigwood, JR Schiager, Frank Tanforan, Dick Weston, Sergio Varo, 

Casey Smith,  and  Jim Smith (a late arrival). 

 

Our treasurer, DJ Enzminger, was absent.  However, Dick Weston transmitted his financial report to 

John Bigwood.  The board reviewed the financial status and John commented how expenditures to date 

for the various line items were consistent with budgeted amounts for this time of year.   John commented 

on how it was felt that the club Open House was a success.  There were at least 4 confirmed new 

members resulting from the day’s efforts.  He also has talked with Jeff Leatherman who is the Director 

for Sacramento County Regional Parks Department.  The County was concerned about when there were 

overnight stays at the field.  Camping per se is not permitted under terms of our lease.  However, when 

there has been setup for a club event, the County has no problem if people stay overnight at the field with 

the aim of providing security.  What the County requested was a list of dates for SAM’s events so that if 

a telephone call is received about people being at the field late at night, they can check to see if there is 

an event scheduled.  This way, with budget’s being tight and limited staffing, the County can avoid 

sending someone on false alarms. 

 

Dick Weston reviewed  status of acquiring used telephone poles for use in the Jerry Votaw Memorial 

Shade Structure.  At this time, only a single 30 foot long pole might be available.  This obviously will not 

be adequate.  The Mather Aerospace Modelers has several telephone poles at their field that they are 

willing to donate to SAM.  Perhaps some of these would be suitable for SAM’s purpose.  John Bigwood 

will review the condition of the poles at Mather.  Tentatively John would like a work day on May 25
th

, 

the Saturday of Memorial Day weekend, to set the poles.  He will coordinate with Sergio Varo and Dick 

Weston as to setting a firm date for the work day. 

 

JR Schiager presented the idea of putting SAM on Facebook as a means of attracting interest in the club 

and perhaps new members.  He also suggested that Facebook “likes” be entered in a drawing with 

various prizes such as free membership in SAM.  The board voted to grant free membership to the winner 

of such a drawing.  This would waive the initiation fee and 2013 dues for the winner.  The first drawing 

will be held at the June club meeting at the field (June 16
th

).  A second drawing will be held at the 

September club meeting. 

 

The board discussed the purchase of a 6 foot ladder for installing loudspeakers at the start and their 

removal at the end of the event season and for general maintenance at the field.  Concern was expressed 

about getting something good for others to come in and steal.   In the end it was decided that Dick 

Weston will see if he can find a good used ladder and once a ladder is acquired, to keep it locked in a 

storage container when not needed. 

  

 

 

Meeting adjourned at 7:50 PM. 

Respectfully submitted 

Frank Tanforan 

Secretary 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

May 18 th Spring Pattern Contest 
 

The weather gods were certainly smiling on us again for the 1 day pattern contest May 18. 
Gentle breezes, mild temps and bright sunshine made for a great day. On Friday, a few guys 
showed up for practice and it was pretty busy on the flight lines for a while. 
 
We started this contest format in 2012 as an experiment to see how simply and quickly we 
could run a contest. The focus was getting started on time and minimizing activities like a 
pilot's meeting which all run longer than expected. For this contest, the pilot's briefing was 
printed document outlining what would have been covered in the typical briefing. We also did 
not allow any practice flights before the contest began. The practice flights are typical at 
contests and take quite a bit of time and delay the beginning of the contest. We had all the 
flight lines and judging panels set up Friday night so that was also not a reason for delay. 
 
The contest kicked off right on schedule at 8AM with judges and pilots in the ready boxes. 
We successfully finished 4 rounds by about 2:30 PM when the sun becomes a problem for 
any of the patterns that have large vertical maneuvers on the south end of the box. 
 
No radio problems so all went well for everyone except for one model lost due to a cross wind 
issue on landing. Thanks for Ron Davies for being the Assistant CD, and a special thanks to 
my wife Georgette for running scorekeeping all day. That cost me a very nice dinner at a 
restaurant of her choice, just like last year.. ;-) 
 
We had 20 contestants and best news was we had 5 pilots in Sportsman. It was nice to see 
entry level pattern pilots and the improvement they showed with each round. Below are the 
results at the end of the contest: 
Sportsman                                                         Intermediate 
Peter Vogel 2947                                                Lawrence Tougas 3000 
Geoffrey Hodies 2894*                                       Ron Davies 2999* 
Greg Weissenfluh 2861*                                    Note – less than 1 point separation 
Mark Alexander 2843* 
Fred Light 2842 
Advanced                                                          Masters 
Jon Bruml 3000                                                  Jon (the Sheriff) Carter 3000 
                                                                           Frank ‘Fingers' Capone 2896* 
                                                                           Dale Olstinske 2879 
                                                                           Bill Sneed 2766* 
FAI (P13)                                                            Bob Obregon 2736* 
Tony Frackowiak 3000                                       Dick Belden 2636 
Don Atwood 2832*                                             Don McClollough 2153 
Derek Koopowitz 2647                                       Roy Speights 1501* 
Adrian Wong 2472* 
* SAM member 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 
 
 
 
As I previously mentioned, the idea was to keep this contest as simple as possible. So, we 
did not plan any lunch services and initially told people to bring their own. Frank Capone felt 
it would be a good idea to go ahead and have a lunch tent again as he did last year to honor 
Dave Wick , a long time SAM member and fellow pattern flyer. Frank put together a great 
BBQ and made food available to pilots and guests. Great job guys, it really made for a nice 
day. Below is a picture of the flight line with a few of the pilots and planes. 
. 
Thanks to the SAM club for the use of the field, visitors are always impressed with the facility 
and we enjoyed a great day. 

Don Atwood 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

SAM POLE DAY AT LOS VAQUEROS RESERVOIR 
May 29, 2013 

 
Crew members from SAM: Rodger (and backhoe), Big John , Andy, Mark, Dick, Jim and Peg. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Early Wednesday morning the crew headed out for Los Vaqueros Reservoir near Livermore. Denny Furtado (Jim’s 
neighbor) had found some poles that SAM could have if they came and picked them up. Rodger loaded his backhoe and 
was waiting for us to come by and show him the way. The best GPS’s gave us misinformation, so we went right on by the 
turnoff for the poles and had to make a U turn and return. Among the dry golden hills, hidden from general sight at the 
foot of Mt. Diablo, was a beautiful blue reservoir (with many fishermen along the shores). The poles were in a parking 
lot and the general management said they needed them out. What they failed to mention was that they were nailed to 
the parking lot surface with 3 ft long re-bar in 4 places along the 16 foot poles. It was a really good thing that Rodger had 
brought his backhoe. There was no way that the work party consisting of Big John, Andy, Dick, Rodger, Mark and Jim 
(you can guess the average age of this group) would be able to budge the poles. Peg was along to provide lunch for the 
crew and be the official photographer. By 2:00 in the afternoon, we had loaded 10 poles to help complete the new 
shade structure on the south end of the SAM field. The backhoe was loaded on Jim’s trailer for the return trip and we set 
off to return to the field and unload the poles. They unloaded much quicker than they loaded. The guys really worked 
their tails off, and were very happy to see the end of the day. Dick will keep you updated on the next steps.  

Peg Sweeney 



 

 

 

 

THANK YOU 

 

Yes, thank you To Rodger Cady, Jim and Peg Sweeney, Dick Weston, 
“Andy” Anderson and son Mark, and John Bigwood for going to Livermore 
on Wednesday, May 29th, and bringing back poles for use in the Jerry 
Votaw Memorial Shade Structure.  

 

 

 

 

 



 

 
                                            

 
 
 
 
 
 

          



 

 

PRESENTS – June 23, 2013 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Cash prizes in all brackets. No frequency conflicts! Hard hats required! 

Pre-Registration: $25 bronze, $35 silver, $50 gold (Includes $10 for year-end championship points 

and a free practice day at the site before the day of the event) 

(Pre-Registration ENDS on June 22 at 11:59pm) 

Day of Event Registration: add $10 late fee to registration. Opens at 7:30am and closes at 

8:30am NO EXCEPTIONS! 

Worker's Meeting: 8:30am   Pilot's Meeting: 8:45am   Racing starts at 9:00am 

PLEASE BE READY TO FLY AT 9:00AM SHARP! 

Breakout Times: Bronze 2:25  Silver 1:55  Gold 1:25 

PRE-REGISTRATION: http://sacramento-rc-flyers.org/entryforms.html or make check payable to 

SAM 

Send payment to: 

Casey Smith 

8057 Langham Way 

Sacramento CA 95829 

(916) 302-6061 

2013 SAM Rules Apply 

REGISTRATION 

NAME:___________________________________________________________________ 

EMAIL:___________________________________________________________________ 

PHONE:__________________________________________________________________ 

PLANE AND DESCRIPTION:_________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________ 

ENGINE SIZE:_________________FREQUENCY#________________________________ 

AMA#____________________________________________________________________ 

  

EVENT CLASS (Circle One)        BRONZE          SILVER          GOLD  
 



 

SACRAMENTO AREA MODELERS’ MEETING SCHEDULE 
  

For 2013, SAM club meetings will be held once a quarter.  These meetings will 
be at the SAM field on a Sunday after the Outlaw races.  So, plan to come out to 
the field on meeting dates, enjoy the races, and stay for the meeting.  Better yet, 
contact Jim Smith about joining the racers and participating!  Meeting dates are 
March 17, June 16, September 15, and November 17.  Meeting start time will be 
approximately 3:30 pm.  Meeting reminders will be published in this newsletter, 
posted on the club’s website, and notices placed at the field.  See you there. 
 
 

CLUB MEETING 

Sunday, June 16 

3:30 PM at the field 

 
           

 

 
 

SAM CALENDAR OF EVENTS 
 

JUNE 

               

        16      Club Meeting at the field, 3:30 pm        

              

        23     Pylonpalooza  Warbird Race at the field.        

                      

     Check the website for other scheduled events for SAM and throughout California. 
 

Like SAM on Facebook 
Stay current on news and events 

 
SACRAMENTO AREA MODELERS 

P.O. BOX 292441 

Sacramento CA  95829 
SAM is on the WEB 

www.sacramento-rc-flyers.org 

 
 

                                                      

   


