
 
S.A.M.-Antics 

PRESIDENT’S REPORT 

We lost a great member around June 15th, Ray 
Witt passed away from medical complications.  
This is all the information we have at this time 
unfortunately.  RIP Ray, You will be missed!!!  
Ray Witt has departed the pattern. 

We are combining the June and July 
Newsletter together this time.  I would like to 
say thanks to Gene Strobel for doing a great 
job on the Newsletter.  He has decided to 
resign from being a newsletter editor.  
Fortunately, Becky Smith decided to help us 
out and take that role.  With her experience, I 
know that she will do a great job for us.  Thank 
You Becky for helping us out.  To be honest 
with everyone, I don’t make it easy on the 
Newsletter Editors because I do run late on 
getting the materials to them sometimes, I am 
working hard to improve that and get the stuff 
to them on a timely matter.


On June 24th, we had the 2017 SAM Open 
House put on by Jim Lichtenberg and Eric 
Jaggi.  They did a great job and the open 
house was successful again.  We ended up 
with some new members and the people that 
showed up had a blast.  Please tell Jim and 
Eric thanks for all their hard work and success 
when you see them.  Also thanks to all the 
members that helped.   It would not have been 
a success without you!!!   Jim will be writing an 
article on the 2017 SAM Open House in the 
August newsletter.
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July will be a busy month with different events.  On 7-9-17, we will be having a 
SAM BBQ & Fun fly.  On 7-16-17, will be the General Club Meeting.  On 
7-30-17, we will have the 2nd Annual Nitro Madness Warbird Race.  If you are 
interested in volunteering for the Nitro Madness, please contact me.


Friends don’t let friends fly without AMA!!!!  Please check your AMA status to 
make sure you are current.  Remember, AMA changed their due date to              
anniversary dates instead of annual dates.


Till next time, fly safe and have a great time at the Sacramento Area Modelers Flying 
Field!!!


 JR Schiager


“Good Sportsmanship Equals Fun For All”


Board Meeting 



SAM Board Meeting Minutes 

Date: May 09, 2017


Location: Perko’s restaurant at 50 and Bradshaw


Time:  7:09 PM


Board Members  

Present:  President: JR Schiager, Secretary: Jim Smith, Treasurer: Steve Brown, Field 
Marshall: Don Atwood, Events: Jeff Montrose, Safety: Sergio Varo, Vice President: Jerry 
Cunningham, Publicity: Ron Chunn,


Absent: Publicity: Membership: Bob Obregon,


Officer reports 

President:  JR opened the meeting by welcoming Ron Chunn to the board.  John Gray due 
to work responsibilities has resigned his position at this time.  JR (and the board) thanks 
John for his time spent this year with the board.  


JR then shared information about the most recent break in at the site.  The board had some 
discussion about security improvements for the site and more research will be ongoing 
regarding possible solutions.  JR’s then led a discussion was with regards to scheduling the 
mowing of the fly over areas.  At this point the mowing is scheduled for the 30th, but based 
upon weather and field conditions the date could change.  Finally our newsletter editor has 
resigned, and we thank Gene Strobel for his work as newsletter editor.  JR is working on a 
solution for a possible editor at this time. (Secretary’s note: if you have interest in this 
position please see JR)  


Vice President:  Jerry Cunningham did not have anything to report. 


Membership:  Bob Obregon was out of town for his Birthday celebration (Happy Birthday 
Bob)!


Safety Officer:  Sergio Varo shared that he has purchased updated medical supplies to 
replace the items that were taken in the recent break in.  Furthermore Sergio would like to 
continue to encourage all of the membership to “BE SAFE”.


Publicity Officer:  Ron Chunn working to see if we can get some media coverage for the 
open house.  He has also been updating the face book page and answering questions.  Ron 
encourages the membership to add new plane photos to the face book page and like and 
share the face book page as well.


Treasurer:  Steve Brown shared the monthly expense and income summary.  Our expenses 
seem to be on track, but are a little ahead of schedule at this point.  Steve did mention that a 
bulk coffee and creamer purchase has been done which should take care of all supplies 
needed for the remainder of the year.  Steve is constantly looking for opportunities to save 
money on needed items for the club and when an item goes on sale he will pre-purchase 
those items.  Great job, Steve!




Field Marshall: Don Atwood gave an update for mowing at the field.  Currently the mowing 
is scheduled for the 30th of May.  Field conditions and scheduling will dictate when the 
actual mowing will take place.  Don shared that Rodger Cady brought out a temporary 
mower for a day of mowing recently and the grass area behind the containers was cut back 
(thank you Rodger!).  Trimmers and sprayers have been busy knocking down the entry road 
grass and maintenance as a whole at the field is ongoing.  Don also let the board know that 
signs were posted at the field to announce the upcoming pattern contest.


Events: Jeff Montrose shared that the pattern contest is this weekend.  The club open 
house is scheduled for June 24th.  The BBQ fun fly is scheduled for July 9th (CD – Jeff 
Montrose and Ron Chunn).  He also stated to see the website for further event information.


Secretary: Jim Smith had nothing to report.


New Business:


N/A


Old Business:   Don readdressed the runway needing some attention regarding some 
cracks and possible repair updates needed.  JR will contact the vendor to look it over.


Motions:  Jerry made a motion that we provide $500 for the open house.  Jeff seconded the 
motion.  All members approved except for Steve who abstained.


Steve made a motion that we reduce the new member fee from $100 to $50 for June 16th 
through the 30th in conjunction with the open house.  Don seconded the motion.  All 
approved.


Steve made a motion that we provide a member with $125 to purchase a blower from said 
member.  Don seconded the motion.  All approved.


Meeting adjourned at:     7:52 PM


Respectfully submitted,

Jim Smith

Secretary


**This Month’s Safety Notes** 
from Sergio 

Make sure you arm your electric airplanes on the start up stands and not 
on the work benches.  We are still having issues with members not putting 
up their AMA card on the Frequency Board.  Please put your AMA card on 
the Frequency Board every time you are at the flying field and going to fly. 
	 Safety Officer,

	 Sergio Varo 
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Proudly Presents the 

2nd Annual  
Nitro Madness 

 Warbird Pylon Race 
 

July 30, 2017 
Race starts at 9:00 am Sunday 

 
Sacramento Area Modelers 

11000 Florin Rd, Sacramento, CA  95830   

Come on out, Bring your Family, Lawn Chairs and Watch the 
Fast and Furious RC Airplane Warbird Pylon Racing.   

With speeds of up to 160 mph!!!! 
  

Huge Raffle available to everyone 
 (Raffle prizes will be distributed on Sunday afternoon during the awards ceremony) 

Concession Stand On Site  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

For more information, rules, or entry form: 
Call JR @ (916) 705-7778 or go to   
www.sacramentoareamodelers.com 
  



DO YOU HAVE A VALID AMA CARD? 

Remember:  Our By-Laws and the County of Sacramento require a current AMA Card to fly 
at the S.A.M. site.  Also did you know that your current status as a member requires a valid 
AMA card?  If you do not have a current AMA Card in your possession or proof in the form of 
a fax or e-mail from AMA, do not fly.  If you fly without AMA membership, you will be in 
violation of our rules and may be suspended from flying at the S.A.M. site.  Contact the AMA 
at 1-800-435-9262 for membership when paying via credit card. 

FLIGHT INSTRUCTORS 
Are you new to R/C flying? Or perhaps you need to brush up or even just want to talk with 
one of our “Pro’s.”  SAM’s corps of Flight Instructors stands ready to help you.  You will 
usually find at least one of them at the flying site on Tuesdays or Fridays.  You may call Jim 
Lichtenberg our Flight Instructor Coordinator at 916-681-5335 or e-mail at 
rcflyer999@comcast.net and he will arrange for the assistance you need.  If Jim is not 
available, you can contact the Assistant Flight Instructor Coordinator, Ron Davies at 
916-682-7902.  Or you can call our flight instructors directly. 

Jim Lichtenberg 
Flight Instructor Coordinator (916) 681-5335 rcflyer999@comcast.net

Steve Brown (916) 765-3555 imredfox@comcast.net

Tim Sorenson (916) 541-7009 tsorenson@rcip.com

Ron Davies (916) 682-7902 rjdavies@frontiernet.net 

Geoff Hodies (916) 990-8938 greenfishbone@iclod.com

Jeff Montrose (916) 689-8337 Jeffm00@comcast.net

SAM-Antics SUBMITTALS 
Deadline for submissions to the SAM Antics is the 27th of each 

month.  Please send articles as Word text or as text in an email to 
the Newsletter Editor, at info@sacramentoareamodelers.com. 

Submittals may be edited for content and length. 

mailto:imredfox@comcast.net


SUPPORT THOSE WHO SUPPORT SAM!!!

 

  

See website for more sponsors!!! 

YS PARTS and SERVICE

1370 Porter Drive 
Minden, NV 89423 

(775) 267-9252 
FAX (775) 267-9690 

ysperf@charter.net 
www.YSPartsandService.com 

GOLD COUNTRY ACE                                                                               
HARDWARE & HOBBIES 

4121 Cameron Park Drive 
Cameron Park, CA 
(530) 677-4417 

R/C Country Hobbies                                                              

The Hobby Shop 
6011 Folsom Blvd.                                                                                                              

Sacramento CA 

(916) 731-5868 

E & H Hobby 
Enterprises 

2372 Butte House Road 
Yuba City, CA 95993 

Open:  Tues-Sat 11:30 AM-6:00 PM 
(530) 751-0225 

SACRAMENTO AREA MODELERS 
(SAM) 

P. O. BOX 292441 
SACRAMENTO, CA 95829 

Web Page:    www.sacramentoareamodelers.com 
Email:    info.sacramentoareamodelers.com 
Keep Current by  
Checking the SAM Website Regularly. 
Like SAM on Facebook    Stay current on news and 

mailto:ysperf@charter.net
http://www.YSPartsandService.com
mailto:ysperf@charter.net
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http://www.sacramentoareamodelers.com
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SCHEDULE of EVENTS  2017

1-15-17  General Club Meeting - accomplished  
4-9-17  Big Kahuna Memorial Warbird Race - Event completed   4-23-17 
  General Club Meeting - accomplished 
5-13-17  Pattern Contest - Event completed                                 6-24-17 
  S.A.M. Open House - Event completed 

7-9-17    S.A.M. BBQ & Fun Fly   9:00 am to 1:00 pm                               
  Flying Field Closed During Event, Open After Event 

7-16-17  General Club Meeting  
3:00 pm to 4:30 pm at flying field 

7-30-17  Nitro Madness Warbird Race  
S.A.M. Warbird Series Flying Field Closed 

*** 9-8-17 thru 9-10-17 *** 
Field Closed for Capital Airshow 8, 9, &10 

9-9-17  S.A.M Annual Swap Meet  
No Charge for selling space or parking 

9-17-17  General Club Meeting Nominations for Board Members   
  3:00 pm to 4:30 pm at flying field 

9-21-17 thru 9-24-17  
12th Annual Trashman & YS Classic Warbird Race S.A.M.   

  Warbird Series S.A.M Flying Field Closed for four (4) days 
Final  Race for S.A.M. Warbird Series for 2017 

10-7-17 thru 10-8-17 
  28th Annual Bud Garric Pattern Classic      
  S.A.M. Flying Field closed for two days 

10-15-17  General Club Meeting Events Scheduling for 2018 
3:00 pm to 4:30 pm at flying field 

11-19-17  General Club Meeting Board Elections                             
3:00 pm to 4:30 pm at flying field 

12-9-17  S.A.M. Christmas Party Location TBD  

* Dates subject to change upon S.A.M. Board approval * Details for Events will be removed/marked 
as completed, however you can always refer to January’s newsletter on the web site for the years full 
roster of events. 



Recent Events  
Once again this year, the weather gods were smiling on us for the 1 day pattern contest May 
13th. The days leading up to the contestants had some rain/wind but luckily that faded 
away. Mild temps and bright sunshine made for a great day. Not to jinx anything but this has 
happened for all our Spring 1 Day contests so we are indeed fortunate. On Friday, several 
pilots showed up for practice and it was pretty busy on the flight line for most of the day. 

 
We started the SAM Spring Simple Contest format in 2012 as an experiment to see how 
simply and quickly we could run a contest and get 4 rounds in before mid afternoon. The 
focus was getting started on time and minimizing any extraneous activities. For this contest, 
the pilot's briefing is a printed document outlining what would have been covered in the 
typical briefing. We also do not allow any practice flights before the contest Saturday. Early 
morning practice flights are typical at contests and take quite a bit of time and delay the 
beginning of the contest. We also set up all the flight lines and judging panels Friday night so 
that was not a reason for delay on Saturday. Everyone knew what there assignments were 
for judging and flight orders. Since this is the 6th year for this format, all the pilots were on 
time and ready to go on schedule. 


The contest started on schedule at 8AM with judges in their chairs and pilots in the ready 
boxes. We successfully finished 4 rounds by 2:35 PM due to everyone's cooperation and 
support to keep things moving. Thanks to Ron Davies for being the Assistant CD, and a 
special thanks to Peter Vogel for managing the score keeping duties again this year. Peter's 
electronic judging/scoring system continues to improve in reliability and ease of use. It 
utilizes wireless game pads to communicate individual maneuver scores back to a central 
computer that records scores, calculates k-factors, normalizes scores and prints pilot review 
sheets. Worked great and really saved a lot of time and effort. Typically, when a pilot finished 
a flight and has his plane back in the pits, Peter was handing him his printed score sheets. It 
used to take 30-45 minutes to get individual rounds score sheets due to the manual entry 
time. Many, many thanks to Peter. 


We had 17 contestants again this year, which is near the maximum we can handle and still 
finish 4 rounds before 3PM. As usual the biggest class was Masters with 7 contestants. 
More than half the contestants were from the SAM club. GO SAM!!!  


Below are the results for contest: 


	
	 	 	 


Sportsman 

Russel Nichols 3000


Ron Chunn 2947


JR Schiager 1763k 


Intermediate 


Dan Lipton 3000 


Peter Vogel 2946 


Fred Light 2713


Advanced 


Lawrence Tougas 3000


Shawn Berkheimer 2964 




 

Note:  There were no classes where one competitor won all rounds.  Flying is getting tighter 
and tighter. 

As previously mentioned, the idea was to keep this contest as simple as possible. So, we 
did not plan any lunch services and initially told people to bring their own. Frank Capone felt 
it would be a good idea to go ahead and have a 'lunch' available again. He brought 
sandwiches and trimmings and made  available to pilots and guests. Great job Frank, it 
really made for a nice day.


Many, many thanks to the SAM club for the use of the field, our contestants and visitors are 
always impressed with the facility and we enjoyed great weather, great competition and 
good times. Let's do this again next year!!! 


	 Don Atwood 		 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	
	 Field Marshall 

 


Masters 


Derek Emmett 3000 


Jon Carter 2901 


Bob Obregon 2888 


Dale Olstinske 2825


Frank Capone 2784 


Jon Bruml 2668 


Bill Sneed   522 


FAI (P17) 


Derek Koopowitz 3000 


Adrian Wong 2879 




The SAM Field Crew and 'Mow Day’ 
Each year we need to mow the area around the runway, pit and parking areas to reduce the fire danger.  This 
year, with the heavy winter rains that lasted further into the year, we had a bumper crop of grass to tackle.  Last 
year we rented a Kubota diesel tractor with a 'flail' mower to mow the areas primarily out past the runways.  It 
will cut a swath about 5 feet wide on each pass.   

We had everything scheduled for late May and were all set to tackle the job until I received a call 3 days before 
we going to mow saying the tractor we had reserved was broken and the rental company did not have a 
replacement for us.  Uh Oh!!!!  We had reserved the tractor 2 months prior to our scheduled date since it is so 
hard to rent that type equipment during the late spring time period, everyone is doing the same thing, cutting 
down tall grass and weeds to reduce fire danger.  Needless to say, we were in scramble mode....  Luckily, the 
rental company had been considering buying a new tractor to add to their inventory and they were able to get 
the  new larger tractor delivered which freed up another tractor the same size we had reserved.  Whew!!! 

We picked up the tractor and began the mowing effort early in the morning with the Kubota as well as the club's 
lawn tractor.  Last year, we had a small fire so we had spotters keeping an eye on the mowing activities and 
luckily nothing happened, once again, Whew!!! 

At the same time, Becky Smith was tackling the Auger Inn cleaning duties and spent most of the day making the 
Auger Inn a nice clean place again.  Thank you Becky!!! 

The Kubota mowing duties were handled by Gary, Vince and myself while John spent most of the day on the 
smaller lawn tractor mowing areas along the road as well as the parking areas.  It was not as hot as it had been 
which was lucky for us but it was still hot, dusty, dirty work.  We mowed all day until about 4PM and then Vince 
used the bucket on the Kubota to haul dirt and gravel from the pile at the south end of the pit area to fill in the 
ruts left during the last Warbird race when it was very wet and we got a couple RV units stuck in the mud.  
Thanks Vince, you certainly knew how to handle that bucket and tractor and saved us a lot of shovel work. 

Thanks to all that mowed, spotted, cleaned and cheered us on from the pit area.  We got more area cleared this 
year than we had the year before. Below are some pix of the tractors, mowing and John pointing out something 
to Gary in the storage shed, I think 

Don Atwood 
SAM Field Marshall 

!  





OPEN HOUSE







DIY Inexpensive RX Battery Load Tester 
 
A couple weeks ago, I was at the field and showed another member my voltage tester that 
also puts a load on the battery to ensure it has enough energy for flight loads.  It was 
suggested I write an article for the SAM newsletter to help others since it is such a simple 
adapter.  


 
Basically, it uses any device that will measure voltage (even a $4 Harbor Freight DVM) and a 
simple adapter that introduces a load into the circuit.  The load (resistor) is a simple 10 ohm 
10 watt resistor available at many places (Radio Shack type stores, Fry's, online thru eBay or 
Amazon, etc) and a lead suitable for your battery plug type.  Below is a picture of the resistor 
and a drawing of how the resistor is attached/soldered into the lead.  There is no polarity to 
a resistor so it can be simply soldered in between the positive and negative wires of your 
adapter.  When you plug it into your battery, the resistor will allow current to flow between 
the negative and positive leads and the leads will still allow you to read voltage from the 
battery.  Simple, inexpensive, etc.  
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One word of caution, do not leave the adapter plugged into your battery, it will drain it over 
time.  You only need a couple seconds to check the voltage under load, then unplug it.  The 
second picture is my battery load test device.  A Watts-Up meter with the adapter attached.  
You can substitute any voltage reading device for the Watts-Up meter....  
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