
S.A.M.-Antics 
 
 

 
PRESIDENT’S REPORT 

 
We have a busy few months ahead of us with events.  We are always 
looking for people to volunteer to help us on these events that help bring in 
revenue and exposure to our club.  August 2nd is the Valley of Speed 
Warbird Race, September 26th and 27th is the 10th Annual Trashman & YS 
Warbird Race and October 3rd is the SAM Swap Meet.  Then we have a 
SAM Club Event called the SAM Fun Fly and BBQ for all the SAM 
members on August 30th.  We as the board are inviting all the club 
members to come out and participate in the Fun Fly and have a great BBQ 
with us.  It is a lot of fun and awards will be given for the top places.  We 
are also going to run separate classes for the Electrics and Glow. 
 
LiPo safety- I wanted to give a little reminder that when you fly airplanes 
with LiPo batteries, please take extra precautions.  Even people that take 
the extra precautions can have accidents.  LiPo batteries don’t have to be 
puffed up to malfunction, but if you have one that is puffed, please do not 
fly it and dispose of it properly.  With the dry conditions, I wanted to 
embed the safety in back of everyone’s mind.  Also with the dry 
conditions, if a plane has a mishap in the field, please do not waste time 
and proceed immediately to recover it in a safe matter.  Remember one 
thing is that Safety is our primary concern. 
 
With all this hot weather, please bring plenty of liquids when you come 
out to fly.  Keep yourself well hydrated. One example is to include 
Gatorade in your water. This heat can get you faster than you know.  If you 
are not feeling very well, please let someone know so we can help you. 
 
The next club meeting will be held on September 20th for nomination 
purposes.  Please try and make the meeting to nominate the members that 
you like to see on the board or even have yourself nominated.   One of the 
requirements to be nominated to the board is the member must be an Open 
Member for 2 years. 
 
Till next time, fly safe and have a great time at the Sacramento Area 
Modelers Flying Field!!! 
   
JR Schiager 
“Good Sportsmanship Equals Fun For All” 
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DO YOU HAVE A VALID AMA CARD? 
 

Remember:  Our By-Laws and the County of Sacramento require a current AMA Card to fly 
at the S.A.M. site.  Also did you know that your current status as a member requires a valid 
AMA card?  If you do not have a current AMA Card in your possession or proof in the form of 
a fax or e-mail from AMA, do not fly.  If you fly without AMA membership, you will be in 
violation of our rules and may be suspended from flying at the S.A.M. site.  Contact the AMA 
at 1-800-435-9262 for membership when paying via credit card. 

 
 

FLIGHT INSTRUCTORS 
 
Are you new to R/C flying? Or perhaps you need to brush up or even just want to talk with 
one of our “Pro’s.”  SAM’s corps of Flight Instructors stands ready to help you.  You will 
usually find at least one of them at the flying site on Tuesdays or Fridays.  You may call Jim 
Lichtenberg our Flight Instructor Coordinator at 916-681-5335 or e-mail at 
rcflyer999@comcast.net and he will arrange for the assistance you need.  If Jim is not 
available, you can contact the Assistant Flight Instructor Coordinator, Ron Davies at 916-
682-7902.  Or you can call our flight instructors directly. 
 
Jim Lichtenberg 
Flight Instructor Coordinator 

 
(916) 681-5335 

 
rcflyer999@comcast.net 

Steve Brown (916) 765-3555 imredfox@comcast.net 
Tim Sorenson (916) 541-7009 tsorenson@rcip.com 
Ron Davies (916) 682-7902 rjdavies@frontiernet.net  
Geoff Hodies (916) 990-8938 greenfishbone@iclod.com 
Jeff Montrose (916) 689-8337  

 
 
 
 
 
 

NEW AND RENEWING MEMBERS 
 

Michael	  Warner	  –	  New	  Junior	  Member	  (Open	  House)	  
	  

Jeff	  Oyog	  –	  Returning	  (Open	  House)	  &	  Timothy	  Jain	  –	  New	  Junior	  Member	  (Open	  House)	  
	  

Ed	  Kado	  –	  Renewal	   Edwin	  Kado	  Jr.	  –	  Renewal	  

 SAM-Antics SUBMITTALS 
Deadline for submissions to the SAM Antics is the 27th of each 
month.  Please send articles as Word text or as text in an email 

to Peg Sweeney, Editor, at bowaeroduo@yahoo.com. 
Submittals may be edited for content and length. 

 



Sacramento Area Modeler’s Open House	  

June 13th 2015 

 
(Jim Lichtenberg and his flying mower) 

On Saturday June 13th many of the SAM members showed up early at the club field to help out with our annual 
open house.  With many instructors on hand we had the open house guests experience everything that SAM had 
to offer from the introduction to RC station where the basics of radio control flying and safety were discussed, to 
the flight simulators where the guest could work the sticks and crash at will with no consequences, to the actual 
flight stations where everyone could try out RC flight.   
In between training flights we had some great RC demos with many great pilots chipping in to lend a helping 
hand.   
The flight demos included: 

WW2 Fighters  
Small Electric Racers 

Sport Plane Flown by Eric Jaggi 
Giant Scale Performance by Shawn Berkheimer 

And the Flying Mower flown by Jim Lichtenberg with assistance by Andy Anderson 
Along with the flight training we had some excellent cooks serve up lunch to all the workers and the public that 
attended.  There were many happy faces and the day went very well allowing us to showcase our beautiful 
flying site and wonderful hobby to family, friends, and neighbors. 
The highlights of the day were the smiles on the faces of our guests proving that SAM had so much to offer to 
the community.  The flight of Jim’s Lawn Mower with his trickster helper Andy Anderson had everyone 
laughing and cheering as Jim did loops, rolls, and touch and mows.  Shawn with his Giant Scale acrobatic 
performance pushed the envelope and impressed the crowd even further.  If you haven’t seen Shawn fly before 
you really need to see his skills first hand. 
Many thanks go out from the CD’s Jim Smith and Jerry Cunningham for the entire club support in holding this 
year’s open house.    
 
 



  
 

     
 

SAM Board Meeting Minutes 
Date: July 13, 2015 
Location: Perko’s Restaurant – Hwy 50 and Bradshaw    
Time: 7:05 PM 
Board Members  
Present:  President: JR Schiager, Secretary: Jim Smith, Treasurer: Steve Brown, Membership: Dick 
Weston, Publicity: Mark Forister, Safety: Sergio Varo, Field Marshall: Rodger Cady 
Absent: Vice President: Jerry Cunningham, Events: Kimo Dias 
Officer reports 
President:  JR opened the meeting with discussion about the Capital City Airshow on October 2nd 

through the 4th.  During these dates the field will be closed to flight operations.  Dick Weston and 
Steve Brown will CD the annual swap meet on the 3rd of October.  Mark Forister will work on a flyer for 
the swap meet.  Next topic of discussion was regarding adding new chairs at the flying field.  Dick had 
done some research regarding plastic resign chairs from Lowe’s at a cost of roughly $8.00 a chair 
(see motions below).  
Next meeting date and location TBD. 
Vice President:  Jerry Cunningham was not present.   
Events:  Kimo Dias was not present.  JR shared the following in his absence.  General meeting is this 
Sunday July 19th, and the Valley of Speed race is on August 2nd.  The “Barney” Fun Fly SAM event is 
on Sunday August 30th.   
Secretary:  Jim spoke regarding the day use coupons that he is working on for marketing efforts with 
the Hobby Shops.  A few changes will be made to the coupon and then JR will take them to RC 
Country for the Aircraft department to hand out to interested customers who are looking for a club to 
call home. 



Treasurer:  Steve stated that we are currently on budget and that we should be under budget on the 
hospitality expense due to some thrifty purchases on supplies.   
Field Marshall:  Rodger is working on replacing one small valve that waters the south runway 
entrance area.  He will also look into some touch up work on the older pylons to fix them up for the 
upcoming Warbird race. 
Membership:  Dick reported that we have 151 members currently and that there were 5 new members 
who joined at the open house of which two were junior members. 
Safety: Sergio just would like to remind everyone to be safe and have fun. 
Publicity: Mark will be working with JR regarding some new flyers for the local hobby shops for 
advertising the site.  He will also be working with the CD of the Valley of Speed race regarding event 
flyers.  Lastly he is still working on local TV coverage for some of the events. 
New Business:  
N/A 
Old Business: 
See Secretary notes on day use coupon.   
Motions:   
Jim Smith made the motion that Dick Weston be allowed to purchase 6 resin chairs at store of his 
choice for $50-$60. 
Sergio Varo 2nd the motion. 
Steve Brown against, 5 board members approved.  JR Schiager abstains. 
Meeting adjourned at:  8:10PM 
Respectfully submitted, 
Jim Smith, Secretary 

   



SAM Club Meeting Sunday 07/19/15   Location: Club Field     
JR Schiager Opened the meeting at: 2:15 PM  
Guests Present: Gary Prosser, Tom Gross 
New Members Present:   N/A 
Officer Reports: 
President:  JR Schiager opened the meeting by welcoming everyone to the July open membership meeting. The 
2nd – 4th of October the field will be closed.  As in years past we will be looking to hold the annual swap meet 
during this time.  The Swap meet will be on October 3rd.  See Dick Weston or Steve Brown regarding the Swap 
meet and interest in tables.  JR thanked the Open House crew for a very successful open house.  There were 2 
new Jr. Members and 4 new open Members who signed up during the open house.   
SAM CD’s are now allowed to have vendors allowed on site for their events.  JR has the information for the 
CD’s with regards to vendors.  If needed please contact him directly.  JR also shared that he has spoken with our 
current lawn care vendor to make sure that the grass is trimmed in the correct manner.  There have been some 
complaints regarding “grass clumps” and other areas where the lawn care could be improved.   
The next club meeting will be held on September 20th for nomination purposes.  Rodger Cady, Jerry 
Cunningham, Sergio Varo, Dick Weston and JR Schiager are up for their end of term.  Any SAM member who 
has held membership for 6 months and is in good standing can nominate new board members.  To run for the 
board you must be a SAM member for a minimum of two years.  Please everyone make sure to attend the 
September meeting for nominations. 
Vice President:  Jerry Cunningham reminded all that there would be a Christmas party in December.  Unless 
there are other options proposed the location will be same as last year.  JC gave a short report on the Open 
House and really praised the SAM members who showed up and helped out.  It was a great success. 
Treasurer:  Steve shared that we are a little bit ahead of budget on the year and that we are so far looking good 
on all things budget related.   
Safety: Keep it safe, fly safe were Sergio’s key words of the day.  He also let those in attendance know that he 
will be looking to stock the first aid cabinet in the Auger Inn. 
Secretary: Jim spoke regarding the day use gift certificate for hobby shops to give out to perspective new 
members.  
Membership: Not present. 
Publicity:  Mark is working on various pamphlets for upcoming events.  
Events: Kimo discussed the upcoming Valley of Speed race on August 2nd.  For our security crew that stays at 
the facility to watch the field during events that he has donated a solar shower for the site.  Ollie (Valley of 
Speed CD) also spoke regarding the race and asked that everyone get their entry forms in early, and he also 
asked that anyone able to work please contact him as soon as possible.  Kimo added that the SAM fun fly and 
BBQ would be on August 30th.  CD is Mark Forrester.   
Field Marshall: Rodger working on fixing a sprinkler valve that seems to be leaking near the South end of the 
pilot’s station.   
New Business:  Sergio spoke regarding the upcoming Birthday for Tim “Bushman” Sorrenson.  Tim’s Birthday 
is Monday July 20th.  Everyone wished Tim happy birthday. 
Old Business: None 
Show and Tell:  Noel Howell shared his wattage reno racer done up as Precious Metal.  Jim Smith shared his 
brand new P51 Precious Metal Gold Racer also in Precious Metal colors.  Jeff Robinson shared his 3 brand new 
world model’s Spitfires.  One for each race class (Gold/Silver/Bronze). 
Raffle: 
Plane Stand: Jim Smith, Epoxy: Sergio Varo, Throw Meter: Mike Miller who donated Valley of Speed Race,  
Heat gun: Ollie Merrill who donated it to his Valley of Speed Race, Proto X Quad Copter: Jim Smith,  
Nicad Hot shot: Tim Sorrenson who donated Valley of Speed Race, APC Props:  JR , APC Props: Mike Miller 
Meeting Adjourned at 3:05 PM 
Respectfully Submitted: 
Jim Smith – Secretary   
 



SUPPORT THOSE WHO SUPPORT SAM!!! 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

  

YS PARTS and SERVICE 
 

1370	  Porter	  Drive	  
Minden,	  NV	  89423	  
(775)	  267-‐9252	  

FAX	  (775)	  267-‐9690	  
	  

ysperf@charter.net	  
www.YSPartsandService.com	  

	  

GOLD COUNTRY ACE                                                                               
HARDWARE & HOBBIES  

	  
4121	  Cameron	  Park	  Drive	  

Cameron	  Park,	  CA	  
(530)	  677-‐4417	  

 

R/C Country Hobbies                                                              

The Hobby Shop 
6011 Folsom Blvd.                                                                                                              

Sacramento CA 

(916) 731-5868 
 

E & H Hobby 
Enterprises 

 
2372	  Butte	  House	  Road	  
Yuba	  City,	  CA	  95993	  

Open:	  	  Tues-‐Sat	  11:30	  AM-‐6:00	  PM	  
(530)	  751-‐0225	  

 

SACRAMENTO	  AREA	  MODELERS	  
(SAM)	  

P.	  O.	  BOX	  292441	  
SACRAMENTO,	  CA	  95829	  

Web	  Page:	  	  	  	  www.sacramento-rc-flyers.org	  
Keep	  Current	  by	  	  

Checking	  the	  SAM	  Website	  Regularly.	  
Like	  SAM	  on	  Facebook	  	  	  	  Stay	  current	  on	  news	  and	  events	  

	  EDITOR’S NOTE 
 

Please note the change in address for 
newsletter submissions. 

Peg at: 
bowaeroduo@yahoo.com 



Trimming tips by Shawn Berkheimer 
 
Your new build is complete and ready for it's maiden flight, or is it? We all want our airplanes to fly 
the best they can and it always seems that some fly better then others. Some airplanes get labeled as 
"snappy" of we just concede that a poor characteristic is design related and live with the flaw. What 
can be done? In most cases using some trimming techniques that I plan to outline over the next few 
newsletters you will be able to perform a bench setup and then a trimming routine that will hopefully 
improve the flight characteristics of some of those airplanes that don't quite fly as well as we had 
hoped. 
 
The first step whether your airplane is a kit build or an ARF is to measure the airplane to determine 
where the incidences and thrust line are. For most sport and aerobatic airplanes the wing, stab and 
engine thrust should all be at zero. We want all these to work together and not against one another. 
Once we have those corrected if necessary it is time to check the CG. Center of gravity is the most 
important trimming tool but I think it is often overlooked. It's best to initially set the CG to the 
manufacturers suggestions for the first flights. After a couple flights take note where your elevator trim 
is. If up elevator was required you may be on the nose heavy side. Other indicators are fast landing 
speed, excessive elevator travel needed for flare, snapping out of the top of a loop, pitching towards the 
canopy while in knife-edge and elevator trim changing with speed changes. On IMAC and pattern type 
airplanes, CG will also influence control cross coupling. This usually shows up when rudder is applied 
and the nose of the airplane wants to drop. So where should the CG be for your airplane? In 99% of the 
time as long as the incidences and thrust line is set correctly you will want to have no visible elevator 
trim. Another good test is to pull up to a 45 degree up line and roll inverted then center the sticks. 
What you are looking for is a gradual arc to inverted level. I look for anything from 3 to 5 seconds. If it 
drops radically, you are nose heavy. If it holds the line of wants to steepen, you are tail heavy.  The 
next installment will cover control throws, the use or non use of expo and aileron differential. Until 
then don't be afraid to play with your airplanes CG is small increments and note the changes. 
 
Happy Flying, Shawn "Speed" Berkheimer 

 

SAM 2015 SCHEDULE OF EVENTS	  

DATE	   EVENT	   TIME	   LOCATION	  
8/2	   Valley	  of	  Speed	  Warbird	  Race	  (SAM	  Series)	   	   SAM	  Field	  
8/30	   SAM	  Fun	  Fly	  &	  BBQ	   	   SAM	  Field	  
9/26	  &	  
9/27	  

Trashman	  &	  YS	  Classic	  Warbird	  Race	  (SAM	  
Series)	   	   SAM	  Field	  

10/10	  &	  
10/11	   Bud	  Garrick	  Pattern	  Contest	   	   SAM	  Field	  
10/3	   SAM	  Swap	  Meet	  

	  
SAM	  Field	  

10/18	   SAM	  Club	  Meeting	   	   SAM	  Field	  
11/19	   SAM	  Club	  Meeting	  

	  
SAM	  Field	  
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Proudly Presents the 

10th Annual  
Trashman & YS Classic 

Warbird Pylon Race 
 

September 26th and 27th, 2015 
Race starts at 9:00 am Saturday and 8:15 am Sunday 

 
Sacramento Area Modelers 

11000 Florin Rd, Sacramento, CA  95830   

Come on out, Bring your Family, Lawn Chairs and Watch the 
Fast and Furious RC Airplane Warbird Pylon Racing.   

With speeds of up to 160 mph!!!! 
  

Huge Raffle available to everyone 
 (Raffle prizes will be distributed on Sunday afternoon during the awards ceremony) 

Concession Stand On Site  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

For more information, rules, or entry form: 
Call JR @ (916) 705-7778 or go to   
www.sacramento-rc-flyers.org 
  



 

 
 
 

In Conjunction with “YS Engines” Proudly Presents 
  10 thAnnual Trashman Classic 

  WARBIRD RACE 
September 26th and 27th, 2015 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Race Entries will be limited to the first 75 Entries and Must show proof of Current AMA 

Registration (one per class) 
Please write legible and complete full registration 

 
Plane & Description:      
 
        
 
        
 
Engine Size:_________  Frequency #: __________ 
 

Event Choice (circle one): 
Bronze Silver  Gold 

Itinerary for Saturday 
Registration Starts at 7:00 a.m. and 
Closes at 8:15 a.m. Sharp!(No Exceptions) 

Worker’s  meeting  – 8:30 a.m. 
Pilot’s  Meeting  – 8:45 a.m. 
Racing Starts – 9:00 a.m. 

There will be 3 heats for each bracket 
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Itinerary for Sunday 
Worker’s  meeting  – 8:00 a.m. 
Pilot’s  Meeting  – 8:05 a.m. 
Racing Starts – 8:15 a.m. 

There will be 2 Heats and Main for each 
bracket 

All prizes will be awarded Sunday only 

 
Name:        
 
Full Address:  _____________   
 
        
 
Telephone:        
 
Email:        
 
AMA #:        
 

Send Payment to: 
JR Schiager 

515 El Camino Ave 
Sacramento, CA 95815 

 
(916) 705-7778 

 
 

Please make checks 
payable to SAM  

 
 

CASH PRIZES IN All 
BRACKETS! 

 
YS ENGINE FOR EACH 1ST 

PLACE IN EACH BRACKET! 
 

NO FREQUENCY 
CONFLICTS! 

 
HARD HATS REQUIRED! 

 
Version 1-1-15 SAM Warbird 

Rules Apply 
 
 

3 ways to Pre-Register 
1.  Send in Entry Form and Check 

2. Pay Cash to me directly 
3. Fill Registration Form online www.sacramento-rc-flyers.org 

 

Bronze Class 
Entry Fee:  $35.00 in Advance 

    $40.00 day of race 
Entry fee must be paid by 

 Saturday 8:15 am.  
Entry fee includes the $5.00 Surcharge 

Year-End Points 

Silver Class 
Entry Fee:  $45.00 in Advance 

    $50.00 day of race 
Entry fee must be paid by 

 Saturday 8:15 am.  
Entry fee includes the $10.00 Surcharge 

Year-End Points 

Gold Class 
Entry Fee:  $60.00 in Advance 

    $65.00 day of race 
Entry fee must be paid by 

 Saturday 8:15 am.  
Entry fee includes the $15.00 Surcharge 

Year-End Points 



 
 
 
 

11000(GPS 10890) FLORIN ROAD,  
SACRAMENTO, CA  

 

6th ANNUAL SWAP MEET 
Oct 3, 2015  

 

7:00 AM to Noon 
 
     

RESERVED SPACES AVAILABLE 
 

Covered Work Bench……  $10.00 Pit & Runway Space……. $5.00 
RESERVED-20 Available   First Come First Serve 

No Dealers Allowed 
 
Gates Open @ 6:00 AM for          Contact: DICK WESTON 525-1849  
Sellers Only         STEVE BROWN 765-3555 

For detailed directions to field go to:    
www.sacramento-rc-flyers.org/airpark.html 

 
 
 

 


