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The club’s appearance has really improved from our
workday we had a couple of weeks ago. With all the
volunteers, it made it possible to clean almost
everything. There was a lot of weed eating and mowing
which really made a difference in the appearance and
created a huge firebreak for the club. Special thanks to
all the members that volunteered their time and
muscles.
The S.A.M. Open house will be held on June 13th from
9:00am to 1:00pm. We are expecting a nice turnout due
to all the efforts that Jerry Cunningham and Jim Smith
have already put in. With the help of a few other people
like Jim Lichtenberg, Ollie Merrill and Mark Forister;
AMA Grant, advertising, 5000 flyers passed out at the
Elk Grove Unified School District and the Sacramento
County Parks advertising should really give us a chance
to show a lot of people what this hobby is about and
what benefits S.A.M.’s brings to the community. If you
are interested in helping at the Open House, please
contact Jerry Cunningham or Jim Smith.
Till next time, fly safe and have a great time at the
Sacramento Area Modelers Flying Field!!!

JR Schiager
“Good Sportsmanship Equals Fun For All”

DO YOU HAVE A VALID AMA CARD?
Remember: Our By-Laws and the County of Sacramento require a current AMA Card to fly
at the S.A.M. site. Also did you know that your current status as a member requires a valid
AMA card? If you do not have a current AMA Card in your possession or proof in the form of
a fax or e-mail from AMA, do not fly. If you fly without AMA membership, you will be in
violation of our rules and may be suspended from flying at the S.A.M. site. Contact the AMA
at 1-800-435-9262 for membership when paying via credit card.

FLIGHT INSTRUCTORS
Are you new to R/C flying? Or perhaps you need to brush up or even just want to talk with
one of our “Pro’s.” SAM’s corps of Flight Instructors stands ready to help you. You will
usually find at least one of them at the flying site on Tuesdays or Fridays. You may call Jim
Lichtenberg our Flight Instructor Coordinator at 916-681-5335 or e-mail at
rcflyer999@comcast.net and he will arrange for the assistance you need. If Jim is not
available, you can contact the Assistant Flight Instructor Coordinator, Ron Davies at 916682-7902. Or you can call our flight instructors directly.
Jim Lichtenberg
Flight Instructor Coordinator
Steve Brown
Tim Sorenson
Ron Davies
Geoff Hodies
Jeff Montrose

(916) 681-5335
(916) 765-3555
(916) 541-7009
(916) 682-7902
(916) 990-8938
(916) 689-8337

rcflyer999@comcast.net
imredfox@comcast.net
tsorenson@rcip.com
rjdavies@frontiernet.net
greenfishbone@iclod.com

SAM-Antics SUBMITTALS
Deadline for submissions to the SAM Antics is the 27th of each
month. Please send articles as Word text or as text in an email
to Peg Sweeney, Editor, at bowaeroduo@yahoo.com.
Submittals may be edited for content and length.

Note From Don Atwood:
Thanks to everyone that helped with the field cleanup today (May 9th). It looks
great. Now if the weather will cooperate we should have a great field for the pattern
contest next Sat.
Don

SUPPORT THOSE WHO SUPPORT SAM!!!
YS PARTS and SERVICE
1370 Porter Drive
Minden, NV 89423
(775) 267-9252
FAX (775) 267-9690

GOLD COUNTRY ACE
HARDWARE & HOBBIES
4121 Cameron Park Drive
Cameron Park, CA
(530) 677-4417

ysperf@charter.net
www.YSPartsandService.com

R/C Country Hobbies
The Hobby Shop
6011 Folsom Blvd.
Sacramento CA
(916) 731-5868

E & H Hobby
Enterprises
2372 Butte House Road
Yuba City, CA 95993
Open: Tues-Sat 11:30 AM-6:00 PM
(530) 751-0225

Annual Open House – Open to the Public

17th Annual Introduction to
Radio Controlled Airplanes
Open House
Come Fly Our Airplanes
Flight Demonstrations
Flight Simulators
Radio Control Basics
Plenty of Shade

Buddy Box Instruction
Setting Up Your Airplane
Safety Instruction
Hands-on Flight Instruction
Free Hotdogs & Drinks

Saturday, June 13, 2015
9:00 am to 3:00 pm SAM's Air Park
11000 Florin Road
Entrance at Gene Andal Park (Between Excelsior & Sunrise)

www.sacramento-rc-flyers.org

May 16th Spring Pattern Contest
By Don Atwood
Luckily the weather gods were smiling on us again for the 1 day pattern contest May 16. The days
leading up to the contestants had rain/wind but that faded away. Gentle breezes, mild temps and
bright sunshine made for a great day. On Friday, several pilots showed up for practice and it was
pretty busy on the north line for most of the day.
As we have previously reported, we started the SAM Spring Simple Contest format in 2012 as an
experiment to see how simply and quickly we could run a contest and get 4 rounds in before mid
afternoon. The focus was getting started on time and minimizing activities like a pilot's meeting which
all run longer than expected. For this contest, the pilot's briefing is a printed document outlining what
would have been covered in the typical briefing. We also do not allow any practice flights before the
contest begins. The early morning practice flights are typical at contests and take quite a bit of time
and delay the beginning of the contest. We set up all the flight lines and judging panels Friday night
so that was also not a reason for delay on Saturday.
The contest started on schedule at 8AM with judges and pilots in the ready boxes. We successfully
finished 4 rounds by 2:45 PM when the sun becomes a problem for any of the patterns that have large
vertical maneuvers on the south end of the box. Thanks to Ron Davies for being the Assistant CD,
and a special thanks to Peter Vogel for managing the score keeping duties all day. Peter's electronic
judging/scoring system utilizes wireless game pads to communicate individual maneuver scores back
to a central computer that records scores, calculates k-factors and prints pilot review sheets. No
writing down scores for the judges or entering scores by the scorekeeper. Worked great and really
saves a lot of time and effort. Typically, when a pilot finished a flight and had his plane back in the
pits, Peter was handing him his printed score sheets. It used to take 30-45 minutes to get individual
rounds score sheets due to the manual entry time. Many, many thanks to Peter.
We had 18 contestants which is near the maximum we can handle and still finish 4 rounds before
3PM. It was nice to see a new entry level pattern pilot in Sportsman (Jeff Robinson) and watch his
improvement with each round. (Hint: Jeff actually won the Sportsman class!!) The two biggest
classes were Intermediate and Masters with 6 contestants in each. Below are the results at the end of
the contest:
Sportsman
Masters
Jeff Robinson*
3000
Jon Carter
2992
Mack Patterson
2897
Dale Olstinske
2955
Intermediate
Frank Capone*
2912
Jay Winkler
2980
Bill Sneed*
2871
Dan Lipton
2959
Bob Obregon*
2854
Randy McElhattan
2858
Herb Kurlan
2750
FAI (P15)
Peter Vogel
2828
Fred Light*
2821
Don Atwood*
3000
Ron Davies*
2795
Tom Messer
2836
Advanced
Adrian Wong*
2676
Derek Emmett
3000
* SAM Member

As previously mentioned, the idea was to keep this contest as simple as possible. So, we did not plan
any lunch services and initially told people to bring their own. Frank Capone and Bob Obregon felt it
would be a good idea to go ahead and have a lunch tent again. They put together a great BBQ and
made hot dogs available to pilots and guests. Great job guys, it really made for a nice day.
Thanks to the SAM club for the use of the field, visitors are always impressed with the facility and we
enjoyed a great day.

SAM Board Meeting Minutes
th

Date: May 11 , 2015
Location: Perko’s Restaurant – Hwy 50 and Bradshaw
Time: 7:10 PM
Board Members
Present: President: JR Schiager, Vice President: Jerry Cunningham, Secretary: Jim Smith, Treasurer: Steve
Brown, Membership: Dick Weston, Publicity: Mark Forister, Events: Kimo Dias, Safety: Sergio Varo, Field
Marshall: Rodger Cady
Absent: N/A
Officer reports
President: JR opened the meeting with a discussion about the newsletter submission date. All items need to be
to the editor by the 28th of the month in order to allow for time to produce the newsletter. The work party was a
huge success with much of the growth in the fly over area mowed down in time for the first pattern event of the
year. Many club members showed up to help out with the miscellaneous tasks needed to keep SAM looking
good. Chief Wood Pile supervisor Andy Anderson led a mighty crew in the cleanup of the wood-pile area and
many others helped with mowing, trimming and weed control. JR let the board know the expense of the Bobcat
with brush hog attachment was $500 and that the major field clean up took most of the day. JR and the rest of
the board expressed their thanks to the members that showed up to help out with clean up. Rodger may be
scheduling follow up dates for other items.
JR’s next topic was with regard to the club’s website renewal and the expense associated with the different
options. The board decided to go with one of the options that JR presented that would allow for different mail
lists to be used for emailing newsletters, club communications, etc that should help to improve communication
with the membership and community.
JR’s last topic was with regards to adding a second outhouse year round. It was decided that we would try
having a second outhouse for the remained of the year after the events season to see if the small extra cost was
worth the benefit of having double the facilities.
Next meeting date and location TBD.
Vice President: Jerry reminded the board that the next big event was the open house (June 13th) and we will be
looking to the membership for support. Our flight instructor coordinator Jim Lichtenberg was able to secure
AMA funding assistance to help with this event. The annual event gives the club a great opportunity to
introduce our hobby/sport to the community. CD’s for the event are Jerry Cunningham and Jim Smith.
Events: Kimo spoke regarding the first event of the year – The Big Kahuna Memorial race which he was the
CD for. He was very thankful for the membership support and felt that the race went very well due to the
membership support.
Secretary: Nothing to report.
Treasurer: Steve went over the current budget report. Financially we are on budget year to date.
Field Marshall: Rodger also expressed gratitude for the member support for the work day and said that it was
the best turn out in years for a work day.
Membership: Dick shared that the membership count was currently at 139 members. He will also be looking
into replacing the trimmer head which mysteriously gave up during the work day. It was agreed by the board
that the trimmer may have decided that it was tired of all the work and went into hiding.
Safety: Sergio started out by asking about Paul Schiager Sr. who recently was bitten by an evil electric prop.
After hearing that he was doing OK the board members all expressed their relief. Sergio reminds everyone that
they need to be careful. Be especially careful with electric planes that are armed.
Publicity: Mark discussed with the board the current Craig’s list efforts and that he will be listing the open house
event in the weeks prior to it. Mark is also looking into “flags” that can be placed at the entrance on event days
to assist in letting others know about events or to help those that are coming to the site for the first time.
New Business: Sergio asked the board for their input regarding adding high quality speakers to be used during
events. Steve volunteered to research the options and present to the board the expense associated with said
options at the next board meeting.
Old Business: none

Motions:
Jim made the motion that the board authorize Steve Brown to pay for the website renewal for a 3 year term.
Jerry 2nd the motion.
Approved by all
Jerry made the motion that the initiation fee be offered to new members at ½ off for the open house event.
Sergio 2nd the motion.
Approved by all but one board member who abstained from the vote.
Jerry made the motion that we keep the additional outhouse for the remainder of the year after event season at an
expense of $370.
Kimo 2nd the motion.
Approved by all.
Meeting adjourned at: 8:15 PM
Respectfully submitted,
Jim Smith
Secretary

SAM 2015 SCHEDULE OF EVENTS
DATE
6/13
6/27 &
6/28
7/19
8/2
8/30
9/26 &
9/27
10/10 &
10/11
10/18
TBD**
11/19

EVENT

TIME

SAM Open House
Fast Ash Warbird Race (SAM Series in
Redding)
SAM Club Meeting
Valley of Speed Warbird Race (SAM Series)
SAM Fun Fly & BBQ
Trashman & YS Classic Warbird Race (SAM
Series)
Bud Garrick Pattern Contest
SAM Club Meeting
SAM Swap Meet
SAM Club Meeting

** Waiting on dates of Capital City Airshow

SACRAMENTO AREA MODELERS
(SAM)
P. O. BOX 292441
SACRAMENTO, CA 95829
Web Page: www.sacramento-rc-flyers.org
Keep Current by
Checking the SAM Website Regularly.
Like SAM on Facebook Stay current on news and events

LOCATION
SAM Field
Redding
SAM Field
SAM Field
SAM Field
SAM Field
SAM Field
SAM Field
SAM Field
SAM Field

